Blessed Trinity Parish

317 Leroy Avenue - Buffalo, New York 14214

Second Sunday of Advent
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Second Sunday of Advent
First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 (4A)
Psalm Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Second Reading  Romans 15:4-9

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

The Advent of a Kingdom Like No Other!

As we look to begin our Advent liturgies here at
Blessed Trinity, with a time of silence and reflection
before mass begins, we do so in response to Advent’s
reminder of the importance of bringing “quieting” into
our lives. As we experience the pace, distractions, and
chaos that life can bring, “quieting” helps us to honestly
look at ourselves, consider what should be our
priorities, let go of much baggage, reconcile what needs
reckoning, and most importantly to enjoy an intimate
relationship with God through prayer. As our past
weeks of scripture have confronted us with the advent
of Jesus at His second coming, judgment day, this
weekend’s readings foretell the actual birth of Jesus.
“Quieting” helps us to consider the impact of Jesus’
birth for us. How does it impact who we are and what
we ultimately work for and towards? lsaiah, in the first
reading, foresaw the birth of one who will be an unlikely
“shoot” springing forth from a “stump” inaugurating a
Kingdom where “There shall be no harm or ruin on all
my holy mountain; for the earth shall be filled with
knowledge of the LORD.” Does that Kingdom exist
within us? Like the prophet Isaiah, John the Baptist, in
the gospel, is a continuing Crier of Foretelling —
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His paths.” —
warning the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and US, that
the presence of Jesus-in-the-flesh requires more than
simply lip service or going through the motions of a
pseudo faith and practice. It requires a deliberate
alignment, on our parts, with the ways of God -
REPENTANCE and CONVERSION through knowledge
of the Lord. *“Quieting” helps us receive the birth of
Jesus into our hearts to percolate within us, not to lull
us to sleep or mere daydreaming but, to go forth,
radically, on Fire in the power of the Holy Spirit. That's
what it means to follow the one who came to baptize
us into a Kingdom like no other!

Due to the "SNOW EVENT" two
weekends ago, please consider
making up for last weekend’s
missed collections, both the
regular collection and the second
collection. In addition to our
missing these collections, we also
had to «cancel Bingo which
provides us deseperately needed operational funds.
God's blessings on your generosity!

This coming week we celebrate the sinless conception
of the Virgin Mary with the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception. Here
at Blessed Trinity, we will celebrate
the anticipated mass for this Holy
Day of Obligation on Wednesday
evening, December 7, at 7:00PM.

ALPHA —Alpha Gatherings are Tuesday

evenings through Dec.13, 5:30 — 7:30PM,

at St. Lawrence. If you would like more

@ information on the Alpha program, please
investigate at www.alphause.orgfabout/

-Fr. Bob

ANNOUNCEMENTS .....

Blessed Trinity Stewardship — Total offertory collection for
Nov. 19/20, 2022, was $775 including Thanksgiving $45,
Immaculate Conception $5, Christmas $10, Solemnity of
Mary $5, Christmas flowers $10, Human Development $3,
Retirement $3 and fuel $30. Tota! offertory collection for Nov.
26/27, 2022 was $3,032.29 including Thanksgiving $310,
Christmas flowers $175, All Saints $5, Human Development
$140 and fuel $310.

Saturday, December 10th

Lector: Don Williams
Sunday, December 11th
Lector: Mary Kresse & Young Reader: Simon Kresse
FEucharistic Minister: Toni Maus

Thank you for your generous support for the Campaign for
Human Development.

Retirement Fund for Religious ~ Donations to next week’s
collection to the Retirement Fund help hundreds of U.S.
religious communities to provide for their aging members.
Please give generously!

To all bakers! We are in need of donations of Christmas
cookies for “Do you hear what I hear?” Please contact Pat
Dyer if you are able to donate.

Sodality’s Holiday Collection ~ Many thanks to those who
have supported our endeavor to provide homebound
parishioners with grocery store gift cards or Mass cards for
Christmas. We were hoping to match last year’s generosity
and despite the “snow” start, we are just past the halfway point
to our target amount. We need to identify all prospective
recipients this week, so please call Barb in the office (Mon-
Wed, 10:30a-2:30p) if you know someone you think should be
included. (It will remain a secret). Donations are needed no
later than December 11. You may send a check payable to
“Blessed Trinity Ladies Sodality” to Mickey Dick, 2549 Main
St, Buffalo, NY 14214, or place your contribution in the
collection basket in an envelope marked “Sodality Project.”
We thank you in advance on behalf of the 20+ people who
will benefit.

Baptized Catholics in grade 10 or above and adults who have
not been Confirmed are invited to register for Confirmation
classes. Classes will begin after the New Year. Please obtain
a registration form from the parish office. Registrations are
due by December 31. The class day and times will be deter-
mined after we have our registrations.
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What is an Immaculate Conception?

FAITH

Protestants sometimes seem to relegate Mary to an “also
ran” status and sometimes Catholics seem to worship Mary (as
some Protestants say). The Church teaches something much
different from either of these. The Feast of the Immaculate
Conception first became a Holy Day of Obligation on Dec. 6,
1708, and remains so today. (Mass here at 7 PM on Dec. 7, 6
PM at St. Lawrence, and Dec. 8 at Ss. Columba-Brigid at 7
PM) The feast celebrates Mary, conceived without sin.

The first chapter of Luke’s Gospel addresses the
holiness of Mary and gives us the beginnings of beautiful
prayers commonly known in the Church, the “Hail Mary” and
“Magnificat.” When Mary visits her cousin, Elizabeth is
“filled with the holy Spirit” and greets Mary, crying out,
“Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb.” Elizabeth describes Mary as “the mother of
my Lord.”

From the earliest days of the Church, Mary was revered
and the sensus fidelium (sense of the faithful) was that Mary
was born sinless and remained so throughout her lifetime. The
sensus fidelium is an important concept in Christianity as it
provides a link to the earliest Christian beliefs, some of which
might not be seen in scripture. It is part of the Tradition of the
Church in about the same way that much of scripture was
originally an oral Tradition of the Church. (Do you remember
how Luke says that he set about to make an investigation and
set down in writing his findings?) In 1943, Pope Pius XII
wrote Mystica corporis Christi, an encyclical, in which he
defined Mary as immaculately conceived making this
centuries-old belief a dogma of the Church.

We sometimes hear the words Immaculate Conception
tossed around as if they mean a virgin birth or a conception
without sexual relations or that the sexual relations themselves
were without sin (as if a conception within a marriage is
somehow sinful.) This has nothing to do with fow Mary was
conceived, but that she was spared the inbomn sinfulness with
which we all wrestle. It refers to the state of Mary’s soul
throughout her whole lifetime - from conception to death.
Thus, Mary, was immaculate from her birth - clean and
without stain.

Imagine Mary, young and pregnant. Alone with only
Joseph to protect her. Cold. Laboring. Scared. Even with the
reassurance of the angel, she must have been frightened as her
body took hold of her. Imagine her as she looked into the face
of her baby, God, for the first time.

What is Mary’s place in the Church? Mary is the
Mother of God. She bore Jesus in her womb, nursed him, and
raised him. She taught him his prayers and his faith. Jesus is
God. We see how much Jesus cared for his mother and that he
could be influenced by her in scripture passages (e.g. Jn 21:2,
the wedding at Cana). We honor Mary for these things and
when we pray to Mary, we ask for her to intervene for us with
her son, who is our Lord. (“Mother of God, pray for us
sinners, now and at the hour of our death.”) Say the words

slowly. Pray the words. Let them sink in. And, you will
understand who Mary is.

If you have questions about what the Church teaches
about Mary, you might want to take a look at this website:
https://www.catholic.com/tract/mary-mother-of-god .

Pope Francis' December Intention

We pray that volunteer non- profit organizations committed to
human development find people dedicated to the common
good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international
cooperation.

-Pat Dyer

Baptized Catholics in grade 10 or above and adults who have
not been Confirmed are invited to register for Confirmation
classes. Classes will begin after the New Year. Please obtain
a registration form from the parish office. Registrations are
due by December 31. The class day and times will be
determined after we have our registrations.

Our first group session for children in grades Pre-K to Grade
8 will be held at 5 PM on December 8 at Ss. Columba-Brigid
church. If you are unable to attend our Holy Day Mass on
December 7, you are welcome to attend at Mass Ss. Columba-
Brigid immediately following the class.

o (e COCOA CHALLENGE 2022
e % oY Gift Assembly Friday Dec. 9th
| ods We are very close to our goal of 2,600 cocoa
packets. Your monetary donations will be used
to purchase more cocoa if needed. Thank you!
Please join fellow parishioners and community volunteers,
here at Blessed Trinity, and help pack the gift bags on Friday,
Dec. 9. Two sessions are scheduled: 10AM—I12PM (opening,
unpacking cartons, sorting goods) and 6—9PM (filling the
gift bags and packing shipping boxes).
Help continue Sr. Karen Klimczak's message of
Jforgiveness and non-violence and give hope {0 men
and women incarcerated through the holiday season.

Remember our Parish event: Do You Hear What |
Hear? Sunday, Dec. 4, 2-4pm at Blessed Trinity, free
admission, take-homes, bring your friends. Come and listen
with new ears to the sounds and symbols of Christmas. This
event is sponsored by your Family of Parishes. Presenters
from all four parishes.

Looking for a child-friendly Mass for Christmas Eve?
Consider aftending Ss. Columba-Brigid at 6 PM December
24. They are part of our Family of Parishes and offer a Mass
featuring las posadas - the journey of Mary and Joseph in
search of a place to stay.

Do you need assistance with Christmas gifts for your children
or teens? We can help. Catholic Charities is a member of the
WNY Holiday Partnership and can assist with gifts for your
child or children ages 0-18 years. To receive a referral for the
Christmas program, call 716-856-4494 or visit our Central
Intake Office at 525 Washington St., Buffalo.

An important meeting regarding attending the National Black
Catholic Congress XIII scheduled for July 20-23 in
Washington DC will be held at St. Martin de Porres on
Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 6pm. Important details will be shared so
mark your calendar.



Mass -l- : Intentions

Saturday, December 3 4:30 pm
T In memory of Mary C. Nelson

Family

Sunday, December 4 10:00 am
1 Eternal Joy for ElImer Hartzell

Madonna Hartzell
T In memory of Rev. Gary Kibler

Sr. Ann Helene Koenig, OSF

Monday, December 5 11:00 am
T Deceased members of the Ryan, Reilly, Reynolds and
Pfeiffer Families

Estate of Mary Reilly

Tuesday, December 6 11:00 am
Mother's Day Intention

Resurrection Church
Wednesday, December 7 7:00 pm

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
t Deceased members of the Ryan, Reilly, Reynolds and
Pfeiffer Families
Estate of Mary Reilly

Friday, December 9 11:00 am
1 Deceased members of the Becker, Curtin and Downs
Families

John E. Curtin

Saturday, December 10 4:30 pm
1 All Souls

Blessed Trinity Parish
Sunday, December 11 10:00 am

T In memory of Catherine and Terry Gress
Bucki Farnily

1 A remembrance in your will and last testament keeps
alive the beauty and works of this church. 1

This week in our Family of Parishes
December 5 - 11, 2022

View our entire schedule on the Family of Parishes Calendar
on our website

Monday: December 5
10 -11:30 AM Food Pantry STL
7 PM Bi-lingual Rosary (Spanish/English) via Zoom - click
the link on CB website https://www.sscolumbabrigid.org/
Tuesday: December 6
4 PM Gospel of Matthew via Zoom BT - go to top of
Faith Formation page for link
https:/iwww.blessedtrinitybuffalo.org/
5:30 PM Alpha STL
Wednesday: December 7
9:30 AM—1:30 PM Food Pantry BT
12:30 PM BINGO STL Doors open 11 AM
4:15 PM Rosary in church BT
Thursday: December 8
10—11:30 AM Food Pantry SLVMI
5 PM Group meeting grades pre-K—8 CB
8 PM BINGO BT Doors open at 6:30 PM
Friday: December 9
10 AM—Noon Food Pantry SLVMI
Prison Cocoa Package Project BT
10 AM—Noon - Open cartons, unpack, sort
6—9 PM - Fill gift bags, pack boxes

gt

Alpha Tuesdays 5:30 PM STL thru Dec. 13
Dec. 24: 9:30pm Singalong Prelude to Mass at
10pm BT

Qur regular weekday Mass schedule
BT Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 11 AM - STL Wednesday
6 PM - SMdP Monday through Friday Noon

Our weekend Mass schedule
BT Saturdays 4:30PM & Sundays 10AM - CB Saturdays 4PM &
Sundays 9AM (Spanish) & 11AM, Last Sunday of the month: Bi-
Lingual 10AM - SMdP Sundays 8AM & 9:30AM - STL Saturdays
4:30PM & 10PM & Sundays Noon

BT — Blessed Trinity; CB — Columba-Brigid; STL — 5t. Lawrence;
SMdP — 5t. Martin de Porres; SLVMI — St. Lawrence Vineyard Ministries inc;
FP — Family Promise

Remember in our pravers all who are sick
especially parishioners Sr. Ann Helene, Naoma
Allen, Bernice Bradley, Lorna Cameron, Jerry
Gallisdorfer, Anthony  Hartmann, Patricia N

Hartinger, Madonna Hartzell, Sionen Laciura, ol )

Marilyn Lang, Edward Marien, Fr. George Reger,

Mary Ellen Roach, Janeva Tabb, Freddie White, Philip Woods

and Pedro Zola.

The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for
Desmond Gunning by Luis Clay.

3
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If you are interested in memorializing a loved one or special
occasion, contact the rectory at 716-833-0301.

BT Weekend masses — livestream on Facebook.
Recorded service available on
YouTube later in the day.

Mass is the highest and greatest form of prayer! Contact the

office to request a Mass for yourself, your loved ones, or for
any intention. The stipend is $15.
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VANDERCHER & DICK
FUNERAL HOME

2549 Main Street, Buffalo, New York 14214
716-832-0150
Homer H. Dick, Jr., Blessed Trinity Trustee
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St. Lawrence Vineyard Ministries, Inc.
25 Roma Avenue, PO Box 845
Buffalo NY 14215-3446

716-896-0047 St Lawrence

Vineyard Minigiries

Luke Dyer, Food Pantry Coordinator

The Vineyard Ministries Christmas Helping Hands project needs
your help!

We will be distributing gifts to registered families 9 am until
Noon, Saturday, December 17th at the St Lawrence Parish Hall.

Registration forms are available at St Martin de Porres, St
Lawrence, Blessed Trinity, SS Columba Brigid, and the Vineyard
Ministries Food Pantry. Eligibility rules are on the forms.
Registrations are due by December 9.

We are in need of gifts suitable for teenagers. In past years
popular items included gift cards, sporting goods, tablet
computers, small electronics and craft items. We receive toys for
children 12 and under from Toys for Tots and the WNY Holiday
Partnership.

We also need volunteers to help sort toys we receive from the
WNY Holiday Partnership and other donors 6 pm to 8 pm

Thursday December 15, and to help with the distribution 9 am to
Noon Saturday December 17 in the St Lawrence Parish Hall. We
hope to see you therel

St. Lawrence Vineyard Ministries, Inc.,25 Roma Avenue ,
Buffalo NY 14215
716-896-0047 or email slvmi2019@gmail.com
www.sﬂawr'encevineyardminis’rries.org




CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY CONCERT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022
3 P.M.

AT ST. MARTIN DE PORRES ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH, 555 NORTHAMPTON
STREET, BUFFALO, NY 14208

2022 NIAGARA FALLS HALL OF FAME

INDUCTEE, MARSHA MCWILSON WILL BE
THE MISTRESS OF CEREMONY,
FEATURING THE COMBINDED VOICES OF
Ss. COLUMBA-BRIGID, ST. JOHN
VIANNEY, ST. MARTIN DE PORRES, THE
NEW BEGINNINGS CHORAL ENSEMBLE
AND OTHERS

****FREE ADMISSION****




